This paper studies the problem of obtaining complexifications of a differentiable manifold which have desirable analytic or algebraic properties and which are minimal in the sense described below. It is seen that there is a significant difference between analytic and algebraic complexifications. p2n+'(C) = the complex projective space] where the embedding is also defined over R. This is a simple modification of the theorem of Nash and Tognoli (3), and the application of Hironaka (4) and the Kodaira embedding theorem. This confirms a conjecture of Milnor (5). In contrast to Theorem 1.3, existence of a minimal algebraic complexification is a strong restriction. THEOREM 2.2. Suppose that a compact differentiable manifold M admits a minimal quasiprojective complexification X. Then the Euler characteristic x(M) 2 0. Moreover, x(M) = 0 iff in any nonsingular projective compactification R of X defined over R M is homologous to zero.
Definition 1.1: A conjugation on a complex manifold X is an antiholomorphic involution r:X -X such that at a fixed point p of r there exists a holomorphic co-ordinate system z = (z, ... zn) such that zj(p) = 0 and r(z) = t = (Zi . 
